
CITING INTERNET RESOURCES  

 

Information obtained from the Internet is covered by copyright law. For this reason it is 
important to cite Internet references in your bibliography just as you would cite print 
references.  

Many style guide producers have extended the system used for print resources and applied 
this to electronic resources. The information provided in a citation should be sufficient to 
accurately identify the resource. A date of access is very useful as Internet resources change 
rapidly.  

Some examples adapted from the APA (American Psychological Association) style are shown 
below, similar adaptations can be made for other styles.  

Individual work 

Author. (Year). Title of document [Type of medium]. URL [Access date].  

Terrass, R. (1996, November 29). Reference Desk: Finding Information on the Internet 
[WWW document]. URL http://web.wn.net/~usr/ricter/web/find.html [1997, July 3].  

Journal article 

Author. (Year). 'Title of article'. Journal Title [Type of medium], volume(issue), paging or 
indicator of length. URL [Access date].  

Notess, Greg R. (1997). 'On the Net: Internet Search Techniques and Strategies'. ONLINE 
Magazine [WWW document], 21(4), 5 pages. URL 
http://www.onlineinc.com/onlinemag/JulOL97/net7.html [1997 July 3].  

Discussion list message 

Sender. (Date). Subject of message. Name of discussion list [Type of medium]. Address: e-
mail address of list (and/or URL of archive and details of how to retrieve).  

Eric Shively. (1997, July 1). CA pre-1967 information. Chemical Information Sources 
Discussion List [Email]. Address: chminf-l@listserv.indiana.edu or see archive at URL 
http://listserv.indiana.edu/archives/chminf-l.html  

Personal e-mail 

Sender (Sender's e-mail address). (Date). Subject of message. E-mail to recipient (recipient's 
e-mail address)  

Adam Grillo, a.grillo@library.qu.edu.au (1997, July 2). Citing electronic resources. Email to 
Tracey Swann, t.swann@rmit.edu.au  
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[1997, July 3].  

 Proposed standard for referencing online documents in scientific publications.  

Quinion, Michael (1996, June 21). Citing Online Sources [WWW document]. URL 
http://clever.net/quinion/words/citation.htm [1997, July 3].  

 Gives examples using MLA style. Also has an extensive list of further references.  

Page, Melvin E. (1996, February 20). A Brief Citation Guide for Internet Sources in History 
and the Humanities (Version 2.1) [WWW document]. URL http://h-
net.msu.edu/~africa/citation.html [1997, July 3].  

Tong, Josie (1997, April 22). Citation Style Guides for Internet and Electronic Sources [WWW 
document]. URL http://libits.library.ualberta.ca/library_html/help/pathfinders/style/styleti.html 
[1997, July 3].  

 Links to lists of styles guides about citing electronic documents.  
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